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Friday, March 24, 2006

Editorial: Judge Lambert Faces Obstacles To Re-Election
(Danville Advocate-Messenger)

It appears that even the ultra-conservative Danville Advocate-Messenger
editorial board is concerned about some of the recent issues surrounding
Chief Justice Lambert and his wife, Family Court Judge Debra Lambert.

Here's an excerpt:

Editorial: Judge Lambert Faces Obstacles To Re-Election

[Debra] Lambert has been embattled since she took the office in a
controversial appointment which raised eyebrows because her
husband is the chief justice of the Kentucky Supreme Court, Joseph
Lambert, which means he is her boss. Mr. Justice Lambert pooh-
poohed the conflict of interest from the beginning, but his wife's
term, even after a comfortable election at the voters’ first
opportunity, has been contentious.

i Her performance as a family court judge has been roundly criticized X
; by those who have appeared in her closed court, so much so that they x

: have formed a group with the sole purpose of perpetuating her ouster,
i even picketing courthouses in Pulaski and Lincoln counties. The circuit
also includes Rockcastle County, the Lamberts’ home.

If that weren't enough, contributions she received to her campaign
from shady characters in Eastern Kentucky have come into question,
along with her husband's opinion in a case in which some think he may
have had a conflict. There is word that the couple may even face
questions from the FBI.

And most recently, Mr. Justice Lambert was "consulted” on a bill

proposing an end to double-dipping by judges who have retired and i
chosen to run for a different post. The bill would not allow the judges x
to collect more than the difference between their retirement and the |
salary of their new jobs.

If passed, it would affect just three judges statewide, and in
particular the one running against Lambert's wife. Some believe
Maguire was a target of this measure for that reason.

Maybe. Maybe not. And maybe double-dipping is something that
should be addressed. But it shouldn't be addressed in this fashion with
the involvement of the chief justice, and should it pass, it should take

| effect after this election. i
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